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the most drastic methods. This process led to a more wide-
spread resort to compulsion and to an increase in unpaid services,
munera and liturgiae> which gives the impression that State-
socialism was developing; but for the details we must refer to the
chapter on economic history (chap. vn). The financial administra-
tion was radically altered when the Praetorian Prefect was made
responsible for the assessment and collection of the increasingly
numerous payments in kind destined for the support of the army
(the annona militaris]^ which circumstances made it necessary to
exact more and more often. With this responsibility, an important
part of the financial administration had come into the hands of
the Prefect1; and the change was made at the expense of the
chief financial officer of the State, the rationaiis (vol. xi, p* 430),
who was responsible for the normal taxes and duties, administered
by his procurators and for the enterprises that belonged to the
fiscus such as mines, mints and factories. The rationaiis also had
to meet competition in the shape of the office set up by Septimius
Severus to look after the res privata (see above, p. 27 JJF.). The
income from this emperor's private fortune was mostly spent
on public services. The res privata was administered by a pro-
curator, later magister^ ret privataey who had in practice the same
privileges as the ratknalis** As a result of the frequent changes
of ruler, no distinction seems to have been made between the
emperor's private lands and his crown lands, although the patri-
monium existing before Severus as crown property in a special
sense and administered separately was only later merged into
the res privata. Procurators of the res privata were active in
the different regions of Italy and in the provinces; and in some
cases they represented the interests of the patrimonium as well3.
The Finance Minister and the Minister of imperial domains, both
ultimately viri perfectissimi, had perhaps become, next to the
emperor, persons to whom appeals could be addressed in trials
on matters falling within their sphere of duty. But as a natural
consequence of the fact that these duties had been originally en-
trusted to members of the imperial household, these officers always
ranked as court-officials, as is most clearly reflected in the name
given to their subordinates, palatini, after Diocletian.
The equestrian chiefs of the different departments of the
imperial cabinet4 had also taken the places of former members
of the emperor's household (vol. xi, p. 427)* Answers to
deputations from the Empire and to foreign ambassadors,
1 Stein, op. cit. i, p. 62.                          2 Dig. XLIX, 14, 6, I (Ulpian).
3 Dessau 1330.       * Hirschfeld,op. tit. pp, 318$^. Stem,^. &t. i,p. 57.